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Composite Figures
The figure at right is called a composite figure because
it is made up of simple shapes.To find its area, firstfind
the areas of the simple shapes and then add.

Divide the f igure into a triangle and a rectangle.

The height of
the tr angle is

11 - 7 :4cm.

area of rectangle: A: bh
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Co m pos ite F i g u res continued

You can also find the area of composite figures by uslng
subtraction. To find the area ol the figure at right,
subtract the area of the square frorn thq area of
the rectangle.

area ot rectanglel \ area of square:

The shaded area is 108 - 16 = 92 in2
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